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     We thank God for the blessing of 

adding to our Deacon board. They 

have been faithful in serving and min-

istering. I am honored to be a part of 

ordaining Mr. Gerald Howell to be a 

Deacon. He will be a great asset to 

the deacon body as are all the other 

men. 

     God has blessed our church with 

the opportunity to have a Valentine’s 

Banquet on Valentine’s Day, February 

14. We will serve a meal catered by 

Mama Hamil’s Catering in Madison. 

We are asking for $5.00 per person 

to offset the cost of the meal.  There 

will be several GMBC couples to play 

the newlywed game, and Bro. Rick 

Bewley will be the Master of Ceremo-

nies. The couples who play the game 

will receive a gift from the church and 

all the ladies who attend the banquet 

will receive a small gift. I hope you will 

make plans to come and enjoy a night 

of fun and fellowship. 

     I hope you are looking forward to 

great year and seeing God move in 

the lives of his people. Oh, BTW (by 

the way) special thanks to the securi-

ty teams for their faithfulness and 

commitment to protecting God’s Peo-

ple. We have a special gift coming for 

you next month. So stay alert, it may 

sneak up on you when you least ex-

pect it!!!    

~V.F.T.M.   Isaiah 51:6 

~In Him, 

~Bro. Andy 

Friends and Family, 

     I hope you are staying warm and 

enjoying some sunshine here and 

there. The cows are really enjoying the 

sun and a break from the cold weath-

er. I hope you were able to check on 

your neighbors and family during the 

ice and snow. Gal. 6:10 reminds us to 

look out for one another, especially 

those who belong to the family of God. 

We must do what we can while we are 

able. We have been blessed beyond 

measure and we should thank God for 

the opportunity to bless others. 

     Thank you for supporting the Lottie 

Moon Christmas offering and further-

ing God’s kingdom through missions. I 

pray God will allow us to reach our 

goal. Special thank you to Vernon 

Tucker, Donna Ooton and the Hostess 

Committee for preparing the spaghetti 

lunch. 

     A special thank you to the church 

for sharing God’s love with the Hutton 

family through, meals, cards, memori-

als, prayers, Gideon Bibles, visits and 

flowers. What a blessing it is to have 

such a loving church family. We must 

continue to pray for Mrs. Pat and her 

family in the months to come. 

     I also ask that you pray for those 

that are sick. We still have several 

family members that are sick with the 

flu and pneumonia. It has been a hor-

rible year for sickness, so continue to 

be mindful of the bad germs going 

around. 
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Hello church family, 

     Well, what a way to 

start 2018! The weather 

has certainly thrown us all 

in circles, 70° one day and 

snowing the next. But 

then, the one thing I have 

always heard about the 

weather in the South is 

that if you do not like it, 

just wait because it will 

change. 

     The Frederick house is 

trying to get back on 

schedule from the holi-

days. Abbi is back in 

Starkville and I moved her 

into a new apartment. 

Now that was a task! I do 

not know when that girl 

got so many clothes and 

make-up, but she could 

open her own boutique. 

     Ben has started school 

at Mississippi College. He 

is pursuing his dream of 

becoming a doctor. He 

said he wants to help peo-

ple. I am thinking yeah, 

like your did in his old 

age...LOL. Becca is busy 

studying for her nursing 

license and looking for a 

job. 

     Steven and Allison 

have sold their house. 

PRAISE GOD! They are in 

the throes of packing eve-

rything up and deciding 

what is going to storage 

and what is going to be 

stored in the garage next 

door. It is a trying time for 

them, but they will begin 

building their dream home 

soon. 

     Anna and Evan are en-

joying the thrills of raising a 

child. Of course none of us 

are spoiling our little 

Audrey. It is such a delight 

watching her grow up, ex-

perience new things and 

begin to do new tasks. I 

remember how proud we 

were when our children 

began doing these little 

things.  Beverly and I de-

light in watching Audrey 

with all the smiles and 

laughter she is bringing to 

our lives. 

     As we look to 2018, one 

thing that we are starting 

to plan is our Vacation Bi-

ble School. We will have a 

planning meeting on Sun-

day, February 25, at 4:00 

pm in the Choir Suite. We 

always need people to help 

especially those who have 

not been a part of VBS be-

fore. I ask you to start 

praying now for our VBS 

and for God to provide 

enough workers to lead 

these precious children in 

the love and to the love of 

our Lord and Savior. 

     I want to remind every-

one that we still have Chil-

dren’s Choir and Team 

Kids on Sunday nights 

starting at 5:00 pm. The 

children will all be working 

on Bible Drill until April 

and after April we will 

begin a new curriculum for 

them. So let me encour-

age you to bring your chil-

dren, grandchildren, or 

your neighbor’s children. 

     It is such a blessing to 

be able to be a part of the 

Griffith family. May God 

continue to do great and 

mighty things through his 

children here at Griffith 

Church. May God bless 

each and every one of you. 

Proud to be your 

Associate Pastor, 

Steve Frederick 

 

A MUSIC NOTE Hello Griffith Memorial Baptist Church, 
First I want to thank God for our Lord and Savior! 
It has been 23 years, 3 months, 5 preachers, 3 ministers of music 
and 5 youth ministers since the day that I arrived at GMBC.  A lot 
of good things have been happening.  I have decided to pump my 
brake, pull over and tell the brothers and sisters of GMBC that I 
love you and I thank God for sending me here.  The memories I 
have of GMBC I will always cherish.  Thank you, GMBC, for the 
smile you have placed upon my face! 

~God bless you, Billy Dixon 

MISSIONARY  HIGHLIGHT 
Robert and Margaret Fortenberry—Botswana 
   Robert and Margaret Fortenberry are leaving Bot-
swana, their home in Southern Africa for almost 22 
years.  They have served there as church planting 
missionaries since 1994.  They are among the many 
missionaries who have recently heard the Lord’s 

voice redirecting them to American fields of service as part of the International 
Mission Board’s VRI (Voluntary Retirement Incentive) offering.  As you might ex-
pect, this is not an easy transition for them.  They have a sense of peace about their 
return to America, but in many ways it is now a foreign country for them.  They 
will have many adjustments to make. 
     Please pray for the believers Robert and Margaret are leaving behind in the Bap-
tist churches of Botswana to carry the Gospel forward in their home country and 
beyond.  Pray for Robert and Margaret as they reunite with their family in Ameri-
can (one of the happy parts of their relocation) and as they look for new avenues 
for ministry and work.  They have a real desire to share what they know of how to 
do ministry in Africa with others who will be doing similar work in the future.  And 
pray for the many other missionaries like them who will be making similar chang-
es this year. 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, 

I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 

If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries 

and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, 

but do not have love, I am nothing. 

If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship 

that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing…. 

I Corinthians 13:1-3 



FEBRUARY  Birthdays ~ send a card and/or say a prayer for that special 

Feb. 2—Billie Boykin 

Feb. 5—Becky Hasie 

Feb. 8—John Warren 

Feb. 10—Aline White 

Feb. 11—Ann Neal Fowler 

Feb. 11—Randy Hendon 

Feb. 14—Vernon Tucker 

Feb. 15—Deloris Greer 

Feb. 17—James Crews 

Feb. 18—Rick Bewley 

Feb. 18—Donna Fullington 

Feb. 18—Nellie Poole 

 

February is: 

National Heart Month 

 

Library Lovers Month 

 

National Black History 

Month 

 

and Pull Your Sofa Off The 

Wall Month 

FEBRUARY  2018 

Birthstone—Amethyst          Flower—Violet 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

*Bible Drill 

will start on 

Feb. 4 @ 6 

PM  

   1 

Candy-

Making Day 

2 

Groundhog 

Day 

 

3 

4 

Regular AM 

and PM Ser-

vices 

 

Brotherhood 

Breakfast in 

FLC @ 8 AM 

 

Super Bowl  

5 6 7 

Regular 

WNS 

 

Stewardship 

Meeting @ 6 

PM 

8 9 

Youth D-

NOW Week-

end 

 

National 

Pizza Day 

10 

Youth D-

NOW Week-

end 

11 

Regular AM 

and PM Ser-

vices 

 

12 

Lincoln’s 

Birthday 

13 14 

Valentine’s 

Day 

 

Valentine’s 

Banquet 

starting at 6 

PM  

15 

National 

Hippo Day 

16 17 

World 

Whale Day 

18 

Regular AM 

and PM Ser-

vices 

 

Deacons’ 

Meeting @ 4 

PM 

19 

President’s 

Day 

 

20 

Young @ 

Heart to Din-

ner Bell in 

McComb 

 

21 

Regular 

WNS 

22 

Washing-

ton’s Birth-

day 

 

23 

National Dog 

Biscuit Day 

24 

25 

Regular AM 

and PM Ser-

vices 

 

VBS Meet-

ing @ 4 PM 

26 27 

IHOP Pan-

cake Day 

28 

Regular 

WNS 

   

 
WHO IS THIS MAN? 

He must be a celebrity since 
his photo shows up so often!!! 

Way to go Jessica! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHiNqJ_PXYAhVCUKwKHR_UDXIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsfyouthworks.org%2F2013%2F02%2F06%2Fcelebrate-black-history-month%2F&psig=AOvVaw2bsuo525c5rvQRIkQJwBxV&ust=15170
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB4OaW_vXYAhVSeKwKHQ-FD50QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flatinosgogreen.org%2Frestuffing-couch-cushions-for-soft-and-smooth-your-sofas%2Fsofa-stuffing-recushioning-sofa-
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwipk-r0ufbYAhVO-6wKHTkHDvEQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycutegraphics.com%2Fgraphics%2Fgroundhog-day-images.html&psig=AOvVaw1PbQ0szieC84UhPfN7-4Qf&ust=15170843178
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiFn8b4vfbYAhUKLKwKHad_DzsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fimgur.com%2Fgallery%2FJkowB&psig=AOvVaw1epyeRXrNi8aRl0LuPc9oY&ust=1517085306972681
https://www.gentlegiants.is/whales/orca
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjzmLOiwPbYAhUPEawKHaMuC9MQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdogs.lovetoknow.com%2Fwiki%2FDog_Biscuit_Recipes&psig=AOvVaw1ncG5Lrur0ELsUVLW6qaaK&ust=1517086094311474
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQmcKcwfbYAhVJS60KHfKcDqIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthedinnerbell.net%2F&psig=AOvVaw1we6UI7_FvXQf02gAvUBPO&ust=1517086325483849


Dear Griffith, 
     What a joy it has been to finally experience winter! Mississippi is known for heat 
and humidity and in years past our winter consisted of a mild summer. But thankful-
ly, this year came with a seasonal change. I am not one who enjoys wrapping pipes 
or driving on black ice, but to finally wear a jacket was a wonderful change. 
     The same can be said with our walk with God. The relationship we share remains 
the same, but seasons of change will come. Work, children, doubt, financial hardships, you name 
it. There will be change in our lives. Thankfully our Father does not leave us when we need guid-
ance. These tests and trials can result in one or the other, growth in our faith or weaken our faith. 
When times get tough it is easy to question and have doubt. The question must be asked, which is 
bigger, the test or our Master? The answer that we have shows how we will respond in times of 
trials.  
 
Announcements:     
February 9-10:  Disciple Now—Lakeshore church 
  Thank you, Host Homes, thank you Youth Committee, thank 
  you Deacons for Breakfast, thank you students and thank you 
  church for the prayers and support.  
 
February 11:  Disciple Now Student Reflection before GMBC  
  Students wear clean blue jeans and D-Now shirt for morning service  
 
February 14:  $20 Mission Fuge Deposit Due—University of Mobile, AL  
  July 2-7   Monthly $20 deposits for Feb, March, April, May, and June 
 
February 18:  Youth out to Eat—Waffle House after evening service  
 
February 25:  VBS Meeting – 4:00 pm in choir suite 
  All youth interested in helping out, please be present. 

~Rooted in Faith and Truth, 
~In His Service, Devin Millis 

Think MISSIONS  —  Think WMU! 

The WMU invites you to join us. 

We will be having 

our regular meeting 

at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 

February 6, 2018, 

in the Old Fellowship Hall. 

THINK MISSIONS 

THINK BROTHERHOOD! 

BROTHERHOOD BREAKFAST 

on Sunday morning, 

February 4, 2018. 

Please join us. 

Operation Christmas Child collection item for February 2018: 

   Bars of facial soap and washcloths 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MENU FOR FEBRUARY 2018: 
(always subject to change) 
February 7—Fried or baked chicken, macaroni and cheese and green 
beans, salad and dessert 
February 14—Special Valentine menu provided by Mama Hamil’s Ca-
tering (should be awesome) 
February 21—Sliced ham or baked chicken, sweet potatoes and lima 
beans, salad and dessert 
February 28—Chicken spaghetti or baked chicken, mashed potatoes 
and corn, salad and dessert 

Melody in F—The Prodigal Son 

Feeling footloose and frisky, a feather-brained fellow 

Forced his fond father to fork over the farthings, 

And flew far to foreign fields, and fabulously frittered his fortune with faithless friends. 

Fleeced by his fellows in folly, and facing famine, 

He found himself a feed-flinger in a filthy farmyard. 

Fairly famishing, he fain would’ve filled his frame with foraged food from fodder fragments. 

“Fooey, my father’s flunkies fare far finer,” the frazzled fugitive forlornly fumbled, 

Frankly facing facts. 

Frustrated by failure, and filled with foreboding, he fled forthwith to his family. 

Falling at his father’s feet, he forlornly fumbled, “Father, I’ve flunked, 

And fruitlessly forfeited family fellowship and favor.” 

The far-sighted father, forestalling further flinching, frantically flagged the flunkies. 

“Fetch a fatling from the flock and fix a feast.” 

The fugitive’s fault-finding brother frowned on fickle forgiveness of former folderol. 

But the faithful father figured, 

“Filial fidelity is fine, but the fugitive is found!  What forbids fervent festivity? 

Let flags be unfurled!  Let fanfares flare!” 

Father’s forgiveness formed the foundation for the former fugitive’s future fortitude! 
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