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long road ahead of him. Pray for Cheryl 
and family as they are trying to be 
strong for him. Thank you for the calls 
and cards you have sent. Please try to 
understand they are not having visitors 
because he does not need to get sick 
(flu or virus). The prayers of a right-
eous man are heard and answered. 
Please pray for God’s will and healing 
in his life. 
     We have others that are very sick so 
do as the scripture says and pray with-
out ceasing. 
     I hope you are looking forward to an 
exciting new year. God is going to do 
some great things through the church 
body in 2018. We will pray and follow 
his leading in missions, evangelism, 
and ministry. I am amazed what God 
can and will do through a person who is 
available. May we be about His busi-
ness in the New Year. 
     We have not reached our Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering goal yet. If 
you are able, please do what you can to 
support this wonderful foreign mission 
offering. We will continue to pray God 
will provide the funds to reach our goal. 
     I hope you will make plans to be at 
our memorial service for those who 
passed in 2017. The service will begin 
at 5 PM on Sunday night, Jan. 14. This 
is a special time to minster to hurting 
and grieving families. 

~V.F.T.M. Psalms 23:1 
~In Him, 

~Bro. Andy 

Happy New Year Family and Friends, 
     I hope you all had a wonderful 
Christmas and enjoyed some time off 
from work. Many of you are getting 
over being sick and under the weather. I 
pray you are doing better now. 
     We made plans to be with my mom 
and family Christmas Eve. We had 
lunch and opened gifts that afternoon. 
     Thank you to those of you who were 
able to come to the Christmas Eve can-
dlelight service. I believe we were en-
couraged, uplifted and felt the presence 
of the Lord. Also, thank you to those 
who got your poinsettias Sunday Night. 
The church sure was beautiful and your 
willingness to buy a poinsettia helped 
make it look great. 
     I will tell you that my family had a 
quiet Christmas at home and it was nice 
not to have to be somewhere. The 
weather was cold so we decided to keep 
a fire in the fireplace all day. The kids 
had a good time opening their gifts and 
then being with their friends later that 
day. The cows were even given extra 
hay and feed as a treat for the holidays. 
     I must say a big “Thank You” church 
family for the wonderful and sweet 25 
year anniversary celebration. No one has 
never done anything as special as that 
party was for us. We will cherish those 
memories for a long time. Thank you 
also for the goodies, cards, gifts, and 
treats we received from you for my 
birthday and Christmas. We have such a 
loving, caring and giving church family. 
     Please continue to pray for those that 
are sick and not doing well. Especially 
pray for Johnny Covington as he has a 
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Hello church family, 
     What a December we had! 
The church was beautiful, the 
music divine, and the people 
were fed the Word by our pas-
tor even with a broken leg. I 
cannot believe we are staring 
the year 2018, in the face. 
Where has the time gone? 
     I want to thank everyone 
for all the Christmas cards, 
gifts and prayers during this 
special time of the year. 
Throughout the years many 
music ministers begin to won-
der if what they are doing is 
effective and if they are feed-
ing the people with great mu-
sic that emphasizes the Word 
of God. Sometimes it just 
takes a card or a small token 
to let people know how much 
they are appreciated. Howev-
er, not this church family. I 
want to say a special thanks to 
so many of you who took time 
out to send a gift or a card. I 
really say thank you for mak-
ing it a special time for me 
and my family. You have tru-
ly blessed me this month. 
     Sunday, Dec. 17, was such 
an extreme blessing. I am so 
very proud of the Celebration 
Choir and all those who acted, 
moved sets in and out, and 
those who made all the deli-
cious food for the fellowship 
that followed our Christmas 
program. What a fantastic job 
you all did! I have heard so 
many great compliments on it 
with most saying it was the 
best Christmas program 

GMBC has ever had and it 
made them feel happy. The 
choir worked hard on this mu-
sical more than any other. I 
want to say a special thanks to 
everyone in the choir for their 
dedication and desire to give 
God their best. They put in 
almost 30 hours of EXTRA 
practices preparing their parts 
and it showed. They were 
stronger than ever and every 
part was covered. Let me thank 
again Mimi Leach, Vanda 
Leach, Wayne Leach, Bob and 
Sheila Bullock, Marsha Wood, 
the best Hostess Committee in 
the world, and the countless 
others who all came together to 
make this night a huge success. 
Also thank you to those who 
invited their friends and family 
because we had a packed 
house with people having to 
park on the street. 
     The choir will resume re-
hearsals on January 10, when 
we will begin on our Easter 
musical. 
     The Fredericks had the best 
Christmas ever. We had our 
entire family at our house for 
the first time in two years. The 
real joy came in watching our 
little Audrey as she celebrated 
her second Christmas, but the 
first one she knew what was 
going on. There is nothing 
more special than grandchil-
dren. I know you all told me 
so, but one never truly knows 
until they are experiencing it 
firsthand. 
     I want to brag on my Anna 

just a bit. She is cheer coach at 
Brandon High, as many of you 
know. Well every one of her 
cheer squads won state titles 
this year—EVERY ONE of 
them. The Junior High, Junior 
Varsity, and Varsity are all 
State Champions!  
     Ben is ready to start school 
at MC in January, Steven and 
Allison have put their house 
on the market, and Abbi did 
exactly what I predicted two 
years ago when she said she 
wanted to be a bio chemistry 
major. She has officially 
changed her major to Second-
ary Education, just as I told 
her she would do. She will 
follow in the steps of both 
grandmothers, her mother, and 
her sister and become a teach-
er. 
     It is such a blessing to be 
able to be a part of the Griffith 
family. May God continue to 
do great and mighty things 
through his children here at 
Griffith Church. May God 
bless each and everyone of 
you. 

~Proud to be 
your Associate Pastor, 

~Steve Frederick 

A MUSIC NOTE 
 

Dear Church Family, 

Many, many thanks from the bottom of our hearts 

to everyone for making our 25th Anniversary so very special. 

The amount of love that was shown to us that day was overwhelming. 

The reception was beautiful and we appreciate 

so very much all the many acts of love that were shown to us that day. 

We are so blessed and so thankful to be able to serve 

at a church that loves us like you all do. 

We appreciate you more than you will ever know. 

In Him, Bro. Andy and Donna 

MISSIONARY  HIGHLIGHT 
Tim and Joy Mitchell—Peru 
 
Now listen up so you won’t get confused. 
The Mitchells serve in Peru, which is a 
country in South America. 
But the people they are sharing the 
Gospel with are not the natives of Peru.  
They are working among the Nikkei (Say KNEE-kay) people who have come from 
Japan to live in Peru, South America.  There are about 100,000 of these immigrants 
from Japan; only about 100 of them are followers of Christ. 
 
The Nikkei people love baseball, one of Japan’s most popular sports.  So Joy and 
Tim hold baseball clinics that help the people  learn to play baseball better.   
 
We’re supporting Tim and Joy there in Peru through our Cooperative Program giv-
ing (Lottie Moon).  So today let’s pray that God will continue to grow their ministry 
so that more Nikkei people will hear the Gospel and find salvation. 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

Shoebox Update:   Griffith—333 boxes 
Total processed at Griffith—2,677 boxes 
Total volunteers—26 = Total volunteer hours—290 

Trivia Quiz Answers: 

1) Waterford Crystal 

2) Baby and Father Time 

3) Times Gone By 

4) Tournament of Roses 

5) Seattle, Washington 



JANUARY  Birthdays ~ send a card and/or say a prayer for that special person 

Jan. 1—Isaac Bradshaw 

Jan. 3—Earl Winterstein 

Jan. 9—Gloria Reed 

Jan. 11—Tamara Barlow 

Jan. 12—Grace Leftwich 

Jan. 13—Alexis Ooton 

Jan. 14—Johnny Covington 

Jan. 15—Taylor Brooks 

Jan. 16—Ruth Rawson 

Jan. 18—Billy Gore 

Jan. 20—Beverly Landrum 

Jan. 23—Shelia Bullock 

Jan. 24—James McWhorter 

Jan. 25—Cheryl Covington 

Jan. 26—Taylor Bennett 

Jan. 28—Allison Frederick 

Jan. 29—Thelma Allen 

Jan. 29—Daniel Greer 

Jan. 31—Karen Grzanich 

 

January is:   National Skating Month 

Hey, Bro. Andy—this one’s for you!!! 

JANUARY 2018 

Birthstone—Garnet          Flower—Carnation 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

Happy New Year 

Church Offices 

are closed 

2 

WMU meets @ 

10 AM in the 

Reception Hall 

3 

Regular WNS 

4 5 6 

Epiphany 

 

Fruitcake Toss 

Day 

7 

Regular AM and 

PM Services 

 

Brotherhood 

Breakfast @ 

8AM 

8 

National Clean 

Off Your Desk 

Day 

9 10 

Regular WNS 

 

Celebration 

Choir resumes 

11 

National Milk 

Day 

12 13 

14 

Regular AM 

Services 

 

Candlelight 

Memorial 

Service @ 5 PM 

15 

Martin Luther 

King Day 

 

16 17 

Regular WNS 

 

Stewardship 

Meeting @ 6 PM 

18 

Winnie the Pooh 

Day 

 

19 20 

National 

Cheese Lovers 

Day 

 

21 

Regular AM and 

PM Services 

Sanctity of Life 

Sunday 

 

Deacons’ Meet-

ing @ 4 PM 

22 23 

National Pie Day 

 

24 

Regular WNS 

25 26 

Fun at Work Day 

 

27 

28 

Regular AM and 

PM Services 

29 

Bubble Wrap 

Appreciation 

Day 

30 31 

Regular WNS 

   

Remember to give sacrificially to our 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 

Let’s exceed our goal before the end of January 2018! 

Little Cypress-Mauriceville 
Consolidated Independent 

School District, Orange, Texas 
 

Dear Griffith Memorial Friends: 
On behalf of the 

Little Cypress-Mauriceville CISD 
Board of Trustees and Administration, 
please accept our warmest thanks for 
the donation that you have made to 

benefit the students of LCM schools.  
Although there is much to do before 
all our campuses are operating again, 

our staff is committed to providing the 
curriculum and instruction necessary 

for our children to achieve their 
highest potential, and through your 
generosity, you are helping them 

accomplish this goal. 
 

Please know that your gift of 
student backpacks and supplies is 

appreciated and is making a difference 
in the lives of the children served by 
Little Cypress-Mauriceville CISD.  

Sincerely, Sherry Combs, 
Community Relations Coordinator 

I COULD HAVE BEEN… 

~I could have been an aerialist, 

but I got my wires crossed. 

~I could have been a belly dancer, 

but it takes a lot of guts. 

~I could have been a baseball player, 

but I thought I’d batter not. 

~I could have been an accountant, 

but I couldn’t keep my balance. 



Dear GMBC, 
     Another year is in the books! With reflection on memories, there are 
highs and lows that come to mind. Moments that can bring tears of joy 
and tears of sadness. We can learn from our past, but we should not 
focus on it. We cannot drive a vehicle while looking in the rear view mir-
ror and be fit for the Kingdom of God (Luke 9:62). Focusing on the past 
while moving forward can have catastrophic results. As children of God, 
we need to learn from our past and move on. One cannot be effective in 
sharing the the Good News while chasing their own tails. We, as children of God, need to 
have our eyes focused forward on our Father so we can accomplish the tasks that He has 
given to us.  
 
Announcements:  
A Youth Committee Meeting will occur in the month of January to plan events, fundrais-
ers, etc. for 2018.  
 
Jan. 10: D-Now Deposit Due     (D-Now is Feb. 9-10) 
  $20.00 Deposit as well as shirt size will be needed 
 
Jan. 17: Youth out to eat 
 
Jan. 18:  MBCB Youth Pastor Conference 
  Poplar Springs Baptist Church, Mendenhall  
  (Please be in prayer for the worship, speakers and youth pastors as we 
  come together as one to learn from each other and pray all churches are 
  represented.) 

~Rooted in Faith and Truth, Job 14:7-9  
~In His Service, Devin Millis  

Think MISSIONS  —  Think WMU! 

The WMU invites you 

to come and join us. 

We will be having 

our regular meeting 

at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 

January 2, 2018, 

in the Old Fellowship Hall. 

If you have not been with us before, 

come see what we are about 

and the mission work we do. 

~Shirlee Barrett, WMU Director 

THINK MISSIONS 

THINK BROTHERHOOD! 

BROTHERHOOD BREAKFAST 

on Sunday morning, 

January 7, 2018. 

Please join us 

as we hear some testimonies 

about our visit to Whitfield 

in December. 

Can you believe it’s that time again? 

Operation Christmas Child collection item for January 2018: 

Children’s toys, Yo-yos, Baby dolls, balls, cars and trucks, 

small games, harmonicas, Play-doh, and colors and coloring books. 

(Catch the after-Christmas sales) 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MENU FOR JANUARY 2018: 

(always subject to change) 

January 3—Fried or baked chicken, macaroni and cheese and fried okra, 
salad and dessert 

January 10—Spaghetti or baked chicken, black-eyed peas and green 
beans, salad and dessert 

January 17—Red beans and rice or baked chicken, corn and carrots, salad 
and dessert 

January 24—Sliced ham or baked chicken, sweet potatoes and lima 
beans, salad and dessert 

January 31—Meat loaf or baked chicken, mashed potatoes and 
English peas, salad and dessert 

On the Lighter Side: 

1) What happens when you pull the plug on an air conditioner? (it loses it’s cool) 

2) Adolescence is a period of rapid changes.  A child may see his parents age 

20 years. 

3) Did you ever notice that when you blow on a dog’s face, he doesn’t like it?  

But when you take him for a ride, he sticks his head out of the window. 

New Year’s Trivia Quiz 

1) What is the New Year’s Times Square ball made of? 

2) What two symbols depict the change to the new year? 

3) What does Auld Lang Syne mean? 

4) What is the most popular New Year’s Day parade? 

5) In what city is a countdown done with an elevator? 

Clue—

above 

Other answers 

are elsewhere in 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHl-SS8uvVAhVrjlQKHQHOAqYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.andyhanselman.com%2F2012%2F07%2F09%2Fwant-to-be-a-better-boss-get-a-sense-of-humour%2F&psig=AFQjCNEcj5SUiak8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC-v_a7a_YAhUJ64MKHXinB_0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgccnashville.churchcenter.com%2Fregistrations%2Fevents%2F91763&psig=AOvVaw0rHFeJeTtmwMS3XwALc8qU&ust=1514658720

